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ARTICLE APPLARED " THE WASHINGTON POST
oy racs_& 22 20 January 1981
JACK ANDERSON g
Just before leftlst guemllasv began , actory grease —_ whlch Somoza leﬂ; agncultural advxsers were executea by*

behind when he fled. - ;- -
.~ ®:The Salvadoran rebels- have re-
= ceived ’ excellent - training from- the
. Sandinistas and ‘other tough success-

ful guemlla fi ghters =

itheir long-heralded “final offensive”
in El Salvador," American intelligence
analysts’had concluded the rebels had:
enjoyed a slight edge over the moder-
ate junta’s armed forces.

Here'’s how.rthey reached that con-,
“clusion:’ <3 ‘Z’"?f,.\#awg (™ e
V 0’~Approx1mately £5,000 000:" the  guerrillas and " the gove ent
guerrillas oppose some: 16,000 govern-«v By governn
‘ment- and's right-wing*: paramxhtary

‘gence source told my associates Dale - -
‘troops. Bgt belgg' outnumbered three?:: yan Atta -and- Bob -Sherman. “But
to one'is not a desperate situation for ow the guernllas have the edge” ¢
dedicated - guerrilla. fighters. During: .Other sources, while not dxsputmg

o S e S 7 ot s ot .
well-trained fighting men and women‘i rillas!. strength, ; caution" this should .
‘not lead the Reagan admnustratlon to .

President: “iAnastaslo"*YSomoza had?
12,500 “crack - U.S.-trained” troops ‘a
the outset, and’increased; his"army to 7
at least 16,000 as the war dragged on.}
YetSomozalost. Pt e

. The Salvadoran leftists & dre hettér:
equipped for the kind of war that is *
being fought'= hit-and-run raids dew

tush millions of dollars in U.S. arms .
S&and. aid to the embattled centrist. re-::
“gime and. the right-wing paramilitary . -
groups.. A-return to gunboat dxplo-
‘macy will damage the U.S. posmon in
Latin Amenca, they warn.-

The pressure will be on: Premdent
Reagan to take action, however. Since.
:the coup that toppled President Car---
los Humberto Romero on October 15,
1979; factional” violence has’ claimed ~
ore than 10,000 lives in El Salvador
-and six.of these were Americans. --

-The CIA has determmecf that ‘among”
the”leftists”arms~ are’ U.S: infantry-*
-weapons:" captured:*in» Vietnam:In’
- addition, the.-Cubans and Palestmlans

— and possibly the North Koreans %% The ‘circumstances - of - the : Amer- -
have -been “supplying” ‘arms>- ‘to? th icans” murders. were particularly in-.

rebe]s by way of Costa Rica. h-aq has ¥ flammatory: Three nuns and a Catho--
given financial aidi @=kegs s J Jic woman lay worker were raped and 3

. The Sandmxstaa bava rep exther shot or strangled in December, 4

"h".f and ; their ‘bosses - had asked - the-

'in. recent ‘months.. “A year ago,”, ment to provide armored -cars for:

ere about even ‘militarily,” an intelli- "

i weeks ago — following-the Republi- ;

bodles dumped' into a shallow ]
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- gunmen in -the -coffeeshop of the.
Sheraton Hotel in downtown San Sal-
vador. The two men worked for the.]
foreign service arm of the AFL-CIO,!

Agency for: International’ Develop--

* their protection — a request AID offif :
cxals tumed down for lack o£ funds. ;

Intelhgence Sources” laxd respons1
blhty for the Catholic; women’s mur- }
~ders:. .on ¢ right-wing, - paraxmhtary;"
‘forces; it has not been: .deterntined; ;
- who killed the two labor. representa-i;.
" tives. In any case, no ‘one: has. been'
..charged. witha. single ‘one of . the §
+-10,000 pohtxcal kllhngs 1 the past 15
months p et i
- The leftlst guemllas announced«

‘;
4

cans” victory in the American elec-,
< tions — that they planned to take:
‘over. El  Salvador before. Reagan’s::
- inauguration. They clearly believe'
Reagan will respond to their growing:.
_ threat by arming the right wing, and".
*'they hoped to present him with a faxt-
. accompli by inauguration day.... 35




